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CHAPTER 6

Humanitarian and emergency assistance

Article 72

1. Humanitarian and emergency assistance shall be
accorded to the population in ACP States faced with serious
economic and social difficulties of an exceptional nature
resulting from natural disasters, man-made crises such as wars
and other conflicts or extraordinary circumstances having
comparable effects. The humanitarian and emergency assist-
ance shall be maintained for as long as necessary to deal with
the emergency needs resulting from these situations.

2. Humanitarian and emergency assistance shall be granted
exclusively according to the needs and interests of victims of
disasters and in line with the principles of international
humanitarian law. In particular, there shall be no discrimi-
nation between victims on grounds of race, ethnic origin,
religion, gender, age, nationality or political affiliation and free
access to and protection of victims shall be guaranteed as well
as the security of humanitarian personnel and equipment.

3. Humanitarian and emergency assistance shall aim to:

(a) safeguard human lives in crises and immediate post-crisis
situations brought about by natural disasters, conflict or
war;

(b) contribute to the financing and delivery of humanitarian
aid and to the direct access to it of its intended benefici-
aries by all logistical means available;

(c) carry out short-term rehabilitation and reconstruction to
enable the parts of the population affected to benefit once
more from a minimum of socio-economic integration
and, as soon as possible, create the conditions for a
resumption of development on the basis of long-term
objectives set by the ACP country concerned;

(d) address the needs arising from the displacement of people
(refugees, displaced persons and returnees) following
natural or man-made disasters so as to meet, for as long
as necessary, all the needs of refugees and displaced
persons (wherever they may be) and facilitate action for
their voluntary repatriation and re-integration in their
country of origin; and

() assist the ACP State in setting up disaster prevention
and preparedness mechanisms, including prediction and
early-warning systems, with a view to reducing the
consequences of disasters.

4. Similar assistance, as set out above, may be granted to
ACP States taking in refugees or returnees to meet acute needs
not covered by emergency assistance.

5. Underlining the developmental nature of the assistance
granted in accordance with this Article, assistance may be used
exceptionally together with the indicative programme at the
request of the State concerned.

6.  Humanitarian and emergency assistance operations shall
be undertaken either at the request of the ACP country
affected by the crisis situation, the Commission, international
organisations or local or international non-State organisations.
Such assistance shall be administered and implemented under
procedures permitting operations that are rapid, flexible and
effective. The Community shall take adequate steps to facilitate
speedy action, which is required to meet the immediate needs
for which emergency assistance is needed.

Article 73

1. Post-emergency action, aimed at physical and social
rehabilitation consequent on the results of natural disasters or
extraordinary circumstances having comparable effects, may
be undertaken with Community assistance under this Agree-
ment. Such action, using effective and flexible mechanisms,
must ease the transition from the emergency phase to the
development phase, promote the socio-economic reintegration
of the parts of the population affected, remove as far as
possible the causes of the crisis and strengthen institutions and
the ownership by local and national actors of their role in
formulating a sustainable development policy for the ACP
country concerned.

2. Short-term emergency action shall only in exceptional
circumstances be financed under the Fund where such assist-
ance cannot be financed from the Community’s budget.

CHAPTER 7

Investment and private sector development support

Article 74

Cooperation shall, through financial and technical assistance,
support the policies and strategies for investment and private
sector development as set out in this Agreement.



